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	Candidate/Intern:    
Blake Clark
	Unit dates: 
TBD
                        
	Grade level(s): 
5/6
	Subject(s):  
Arts Education
                                                   

	Big Idea(s):
What will the students UNDERSTAND? What are the key question(s) to be addressed?
(Gr 6) Artistic expressions differ across time and place.
(Gr 5) Works of art influence and are influenced by the world around us.
(Gr 5) Engaging in creative expression and experiences expands people's sense of identity and belonging.
Driving question: How can a series of watercolour paintings show the seasons and cycles of the land where I live?

	Curricular Competencies:
What will the students be able to DO?  How will students reflect on their progress in acquiring and nurturing these skills?
· Explore connections to identity, place, culture, and belonging through creative expression (Gr 5/6).
· Intentionally select and combine artistic elements, materials, tools, and techniques to express meaning in art making (Gr 5/6).
· Develop and refine ideas, processes, and technical skills to improve the quality of artistic creations.
· Describe, interpret, and respond to works of art and explore artists' intent (Gr 5/6).

	Content: 
What will the students KNOW? What content/concepts/key vocabulary will be the focus of this lesson sequence or unit of study?
Visual arts (Gr 5/6):
· Elements of design: colour, value, space, texture; principles: balance, harmony, contrast
· Image development strategies; symbolism and metaphor
· Watercolour processes and techniques: washes, wet-on-wet, layering, lifting
First Peoples arts:
· Traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and arts-making processes
· Personal and collective responsibility for a safe, respectful learning environment
Key vocabulary:
· watercolour, wash, wet-on-wet, layering, lifting, value, palette, series, seasons, moons of the land

	Indigenous Perspectives:
How might Indigenous knowledges and ways of knowing be honoured and embedded authentically within this lesson sequence or unit of study?
· Learning is embedded in memory, history, and story.
· Learning involves recognizing that some knowledge is sacred and only shared with permission.
Grounded in local Syilx / Okanagan seasonal knowledge and the idea, observed by many First Peoples, of the year as about thirteen moons named for what happens on the land. This varies by nation, so students learn from and honour it, work with local knowledge where possible, and create their own seasonal observations, never copying a nation sacred names or imagery.

	Inclusive and Equitable Practice:
How is a safe and caring environment provided (emotional/physical)? Are there considerations for diverse interests/abilities? Are there access points for all learners and alternative ways to demonstrate what they know/can do? What grouping strategies are incorporated? Do students see themselves reflected in the learning? 
Multiple entry points: a watercolour skills lab, visuals, and discussion. Gr 5 supported with demos, larger brushes, and symbol banks; Gr 6 extended to value control and layering. Students choose their seasons and imagery, and may draw on their own family or cultural seasonal traditions; sharing is invited, never required.

	/Collaborative Practice: 
How will collaboration/co-planning/co-teaching be incorporated?
Shared with grade 5/6 partner classes.

	Safety Considerations:
Are there any lesson and/or venue specific safety issues to be noted?
Use watercolour materials safely: keep water away from outlets, do not drink paint water, wash brushes and hands after. First Peoples knowledge is handled with respect.

	Assessment Design

	What type of assessment might be embedded in this lesson sequence/unit of study?
Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning / Summative Assessment: Assessment of Learning; 
Metacognition: How are students reflecting on and monitoring their own learning?
Documentation/Evidence of Learning: How will student learning be documented and shared (learning maps, rubrics, math journals, online documentation, etc.)
Formative: exit tickets, a technique-sampler check, a series-plan check, and an observation checklist across the five periods.
Summative: culminating watercolour series (3 to 4 seasonal panels) plus an artist statement, assessed with the unit rubric; gallery walk and self-assessment. Dates: TBD.
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	Lesson # 
Estimated Dates
	
Overview of Teaching and Learning Activities

	Teacher Preparation
Materials/resources or
supplies needed

	TBD (Period 1): Unit Launch
	Lesson 1: The Year in Thirteen Moons
Learn, respectfully, how many First Peoples observe the year as about thirteen moons.
Observe the seasons and cycles of the land where we live.
Choose the seasons or moons for a watercolour series.
	Native Land map
Syilx / SD23 13-moon resources
Seasonal observation sheet

	TBD (Period 2):
	Lesson 2: Watercolour Skills Lab
Practise washes, wet-on-wet, wet-on-dry, layering, lifting, and texture.
Mix a colour palette for a season.
	Watercolour paints
Brushes and paper
Water containers

	TBD (Period 3):
	Lesson 3: Designing the Series
Plan 3 to 4 seasonal panels with thumbnails.
Choose imagery and a palette, and name each moon.
	Series planning template
Colour swatches
Pencils

	TBD (Period 4):
	Lesson 4: Painting the Series
Paint the panels using washes and layering.
Use colour and value to show each season.
	Watercolour supplies
Series plans
Reference images

	TBD (Period 5):
	Lesson 5: Finishing and the Gallery Walk
Finish, mount the series, and write an artist statement.
Share in a gallery walk with respectful feedback, then reflect.
	Mounting paper
Artist statement template
Feedback slips



